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In my view...
I simply could
not believe it!

Spare a thought
for humble bees

Struggle to open
tub of ice cream

. . . the musings of Lincoln Shaw
email: lincolnshaw3@gmail.com

I AM not much of a gardener. I leave that to some-
one with more patience and  creative skills. 

So when it was suggested we drive to Otter
Nurseries in Torquay to buy some plants, I made
sure I had plenty to read during what might be a
lengthy inspection process.

Find a comfortable chair, buy a coffee with a
bun or a biscuit and sit, comfortably relaxed, for a
half hour or even more.

It was a rude shock, therefore, to discover that
neither the coffee nor the bun are available at this
otherwise excellent establishment. Plenty of food
for thought but nothing to satisfy the inner man. 

I just couldn’t believe it. At their parent estab-
lishment in Ottery St Mary, you can eat a gourmet
meal while you are waiting.

‘Why?’ I asked. Because there simply isn’t room
was the apologetic reply. I expressed astonish-
ment and pointed out several places where a
small coffee machine could surely be squeezed in.
More shakes of the head. It was not their policy to
serve food and drink.

Grumpily I asked where the nearest eatery and
drinkery could be found. None within walking
distance, apparently. We could drive up the hill
towards St Marychurch where there are many
restaurants and cafes but it was Sunday lunch
time and most places would surely be booked
solid.

Loaded with plants we decided to go home and
drove past the Palace Hotel where the car park
looked full. Worth a try? Why not? We went back,
found a space and I walked into reception fully
expecting to be sent smartly away.

Surprise and delight. A uniformed flunkey
greeted me with a smile. Yes, they were busy with
Sunday lunchers and a conference but we would
be welcome. There was a menu full of tasty snacks
to choose from plus several sorts of coffee.

We had a splendid lunch, at a very modest cost
and a day of slight disaster ended with smiles

WITH the sun beginning to shine at last and a
touch of warmth in the air it has been good to
hear a steady buzzing noise in the garden and the
woodland. Yes, our friends the bees are back in
some numbers and, touch wood, their pollinating
presence should help to prevent a repeat of last
year’s dreadful fruit harvest.

However, I am told that three of the 25 different
species in Britain have already disappeared. That
is why the Devon Wildlife Trust has started a Get
Buzzing campaign to keep them pollinating the
tomatoes, the strawberries and all the other crops
that depend on those busy little insects.

The trust is asking us all to help, whether we
own acres of grass and woodland, just a small
garden or even a window box. It wants us to grow
a variety of bumblebee friendly flowers such as
bluebells, cowslips, thyme, lavender and even the
humble daisy.

IS it just me or do some of you have trouble with
the infuriating packaging that must be prised
open before you can sample the product inside.

We bought some loose English strawberries. I
thought they would go well with some ice cream
and bought a tub of Kelly’s Cornish. The opening
instructions looked simple enough. ‘Press here,’
they said indicating a spot near the left hand top
corner. Did so and nothing happened. Tried again
while trying to lever up the lid. Without success.

Brought in expert female assistance with the
same nil result. With the strawberries waiting, it
was time for action, in the shape of tin opener
which ripped through the plastic and brought the
lid cleanly off.

The strawberries were delicious but I thought
the ice cream tasted a touch resentful.

Traders’ group in call
for ‘Equality Streets’

RE Open Totnes, set up to challenge
the current experimental traffic order
road reversal system and to explore
alternative solutions to the town’s
traffic concerns has held its first pub-
lic traders’ meeting, attracting more
than 60 traders.

A spokesman said:  ‘Picture this...
cars and pedestrians acting courte-
ously exhibiting old-fashioned val-
ues of care and consideration; an
enhanced streetscape with less pro-
nounced pedestrian and motorist
divisions, naturally low speeds, with
planters and flowers strategically
placed creating subtle cues to
motorists communicating the mes-
sage that this is no ‘rat-run’ but a
shared journey, a shared space in
every sense of the word. 

‘A general atmosphere of harmo-
ny and calm springing from a sense
of place and community – all road-
users fellow citizens in the same
boat, or the same shared town space.
Instead of traffic orders imposing
regulation and enforcement, the
redesigned space would produce
organically low speeds, thereby
reducing accidents, pedestrian and
motorist stress, resulting in less con-
gestion and a greener environment.’

Re Open Totnes says if the town
becomes the home for the Equality
Streets concept, that would enable
this vision to flourish.

Guest speaker Martin Cassini,
who was linked to the meeting via
skype, gave an hour’s talk about
shared space and traffic issues in
general, and then took answers from
the floor about Totnes .

Mr Cassini is a writer and produc-
er who campaigns for traffic system
reform. His 2008 Newsnight report,
The Case against Traffic Lights,
helped bring about the lights-off trial
in Portishead which went permanent
after journey times fell by over half
with no loss of safety, despite a
return from back-street rat-runs and
greater numbers using the now free-
flowing main route. 

‘Portishead shows that self-control
is over twice as efficient and at least
as safe as conventional traffic con-
trol,’ said Martin. 

More recently, he completed a
video about the transformation of
Poynton. It’s called Poynton
Regenerated and is essential viewing
for anyone interested in how streets
designed for social interaction rather
than obedience to traffic regulation
not only brings peace but regenera-
tion. 

Designed by Ben Hamilton-Baillie,
a leading practitioner of shared
space and place-making, the
Poynton scheme has been hailed by

police and residents as a great suc-
cess.

Through his campaign Equality
Streets, Martin hopes to bring this
quiet, life-enhancing revolution to
towns across the UK including
Totnes. Re Open Totnes said it was
‘encouraging to have someone of his
calibre to show an interest not just in
their campaign but in the town of
Totnes itself’.

Mr Cassini had a meeting with
Devon Highways in January 2009.
He suggested introducing the ideas
to Totnes. But he was asked to hold
fire, while Devon County Council
considered the matter. Nothing fur-
ther happened;  the county council
did not pursue it. A year or two ago,
out of interest, he visited Totnes. He
was charmed by the heart of the
town which he thought was pedes-
trian-friendly and worked fine.

A spokesman said: ‘There must be
another progressive solution to traf-
fic concerns rather than recycling a
failed ETO from 1975 and we ask the
county council to engage in this dis-
cussion as a matter of urgency.

‘The Poynton film was inspiring
and shows what can be achieved on
a grand scale. The group feels confi-
dent that Totnes can overcome any
issues with comparatively minor,
inexpensive modifications.’

The group also discussed a report
by Ben Hamilton-Baillie, Totnes on
the Move, which was commissioned
by the county council in 2012 but
shelved. It concluded that Totnes did

not have a big traffic issue, and small
changes could be implemented that
would transform the way pedestri-
ans and motorists viewed each other
to enable them to share the town’s
space more efficiently and naturally.

The report used £7,000 of taxpay-
ers’ money from the Sustainable
Transport Scheme which so far has
spent £250,000. The report  made
recommendations for the town that
are proven to reduce both accidents
and congestion.

The group intends to challenge
why this report was not explored
further and feels the experimental
traffic order is premature, non-
viable, and, given the increase in
congestion and emissions on the
perimeters of the town, feels strong-
ly that the ETO is counterproductive.
Some had witnessed vital emergency
services struggling to get through
the added congestion. ‘When there
may be crucial seconds to save a life,
how can this be permitted?’ one resi-
dent asked.

Reopen Totnes is now investigat-
ing whether air quality under the
ETO is within legal limits as
required by environmental law. 

A spokesman said: ‘This isn't just
about trade and commerce. It’s about
inclusion, equality, democracy and
quality of life. Devon County
Council has a duty of care.’

A decline in activity has been
reported – not only by retailers. The
meeting was told the Rowcroft
Charity shop had seen a huge drop

in stock donations, which are vital
for the fundraising for their hospice
care. It is causing them ‘grave con-
cern’. The Totnes museum reported
it is  40 per cent down and the com-
munity Bob the bus service is
‘adversely affected’.

Mr Cassini advised the meeting:
‘You need a dynamic councillor to
stand up to officers. We can brief
him or her about the action that
needs to be taken to resist the reac-
tionary onslaught of traffic officers
who think they know better. 

‘They are unelected, paid officials.
Councillors are democratically-elect-
ed representatives. Officers cite road
safety as an excuse for inaction, or
for their brand of regulation. But
traffic regulation does not make
roads safe. It presides over a UK
death and injury toll of 25,000 every
year.’ 

He added: ‘Replace priority with
equality, and watch most of your
road safety and congestion problems
vanish in a puff of exhaust smoke.’ 

Mr Cassini  concluded saying: ‘We
should live and let live on Equality
Streets!’

He added: ‘If such an approach
can work with the high mixed traffic
volumes in Poynton, it can work in
Totnes, with universal, lasting bene-
fits.’

For more on Equality Streets, visit
www.equalitystreets.com.

The group has decided not to
carry out a ‘black your windows
morning’, as reported last week.

Richard Davies
Totnes Fore Street on Monday morning


